Dear LFWA honouraries,

In this monthly update for December 2011, we have gathered news items, upcoming events and internet information sources that we hope will be of interest and use to you.

1. NEWS - PAST 30 DAYS

The Western Sentinel, Vol. 13, No. 23, 08 Dec 2011
http://www.myvirtualpaper.com/doc/western_sentinel/westernsentinal_dec8/2011120601/#0
Operation Santa

(MCpl Curtis Robert)

Edmonton – An annual holiday tradition has occurred over the past few years around this time of year at 745 Signal Squadron, an Army Reserve unit based in the Debney Armoury in Edmonton.  A Christmas tradition that gives kids in and around the Edmonton area the opportunity to speak to Santa Claus all the way in the North Pole through the radio thanks to Operation Santa.

In recent years a few select squadron members have deployed a Quick Reaction Terminal and High Frequency radio assembly to elementary schools such as Muriel Martin Elementary School in St. Albert and the Boys and Girls Club in Fort Saskatchewan.  We wanted to give school aged youths the chance to speak directly to Santa Claus.  [More…]
Afghanistan: A Soldier’s Story
(Rachelle Foss)

History is nothing but a series of stories, whether it would be history or family history. Bill Mooney and David Holt, the Story tellers Guide
On Nov 14, CF membersand staff from the Military Family Resource Centre (MFRC) gathered at the Edmonton Garrison Officer’s Mess to witness a media event of a project that is quite personal to many in the military community.

The event launched the book Afghanistan: A Soldier’s Story.  Stories about the Canadian mission in Afghanistan mission are not new.  Individual and academic books have been published before, but they don’t compare to this unique legacy album.

Unlike other books, Afghanistan: A Soldier’s Story will tell the stories and experiences of the individual soldiers and civilians who participated in the mission.  [More…]
Exercise Take Post

(Capt Steven Rogowsky)

Over the weekend of Oct 28 to 30, the 38 Brigade Artillery Tactical Group (ATG) conducted Exercise Take Post, which included a change of command for all three Artillery units in 38 Canadian Brigade Group.  [More…]
The Maple Leaf ,Vol. 14, No. 28
http://www.forces.gc.ca/site/commun/ml-fe/index-eng.asp
Wreaths Across Canada aims to inspire young Canadians

 (Capt Travis Smyth)

Wreaths Across Canada (W.A.C.) is introducing a deeply personal way to say thank you to veterans. On December 4, wreaths will be placed on the headstone of every veteran buried in Ottawa’s Beechwood National Military Cemetery.

W.A.C. invites members of the Defence Team, and their families and friends, to participate in honouring our fallen veterans at 1:30 p.m.

Aiming to inspire young Canadians with a renewed sense of gratitude and commitment to veterans who have served Canada, W.A.C. is committed to repeating this gesture of remembrance annually in Ottawa, on the first Sunday of December. The W.A.C. vision includes this commemoration ceremony spreading to every military cemetery across Canada so that future generations can learn about the value of freedom. [More…]
Free holiday parcel delivery to deployed troops

Friends and families of CF personnel deployed overseas in war zones will once again be able to send their holiday letters and parcels free via Canada Post.

The program covers CF personnel serving in Afghanistan, Kosovo, Sudan, Sinai, Jerusalem, etc. Canadian troops serving in deployed RCN ships are also included.

“Our employees take special pride in supporting our troops stationed overseas,” says Canada Post CEO Deepak Chopra. “We wish our troops a safe holiday season.”

The program runs October 17 – January 13, 2012. Letters weighing up to 500 grams and parcels weighing up to 20 kg can be sent to deployed troops free of charge until December 31, 2012.  [More…]
Good news for veterans

CF veterans had reason to celebrate recently; October 6, Minister of Veterans Affairs Steven Blaney and Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Veterans Affairs Eve Adams announced that significant enhancements had been made to the New Veterans Charter. The enhancements make it possible to help thousands of seriously ill and injured veterans who require additional financial support. 

The Enhanced New Veterans Charter Act provides additional monthly support for veterans who are seriously ill or injured, as well as more flexible payment options with regard to disability awards. It is estimated that at least 4,000 veterans will qualify for the enhanced financial support over the next five years alone.  [More…]
Canadian Military Journal - Vol. 11, No. 4, Autumn 2011
http://www.journal.dnd.ca/index-eng.asp
How much are Primary Reservists Worth? CWO Unger

The increased number of Primary Reservists working effectively alongside their Regular Force counterparts has raised a recurring question: why is there still a 15 percent gap between Regular and Reserve Force pay? (go to  http://www.journal.dnd.ca/vo11/no4/61-marler-eng.asp  for more…)
LFWA Public Information Website

http://www.army.gc.ca/lfwa/contents-eng.asp
Soldiers and Civilian Honoured with Birchall Leadership Award
Six serving members of the Canadian Forces and one civilian, on behalf of his fallen son, are the very first recipients of the Birchall Leadership Award. The ceremony was held during the annual Yellow Ribbon Gala at the Shaw Conference Centre on Friday, November 4th, 2011 where approximately 600 civilian and military members were in attendance.

The Birchall Leadership Award is presented by the Royal Military Colleges Club of Canada to honour the memory of Air Commodore Leonard J. Birchall CM, OBE, DFC, OO, CD, the “Saviour of Ceylon.”

This extraordinary leader, a distinguished Royal Military College ex-cadet, Royal Canadian Air Force career officer, former commandant of RMC and honourary colonel of 413 Squadron, exemplified a unique leadership quality which this award celebrates: the ability to stand up in the face of difficulty or adversity to promote the welfare and safety of those under one’s command.

The Birchall Leadership Award seeks to carry on this tradition of leadership by honouring its recipients in the name of one of Canada’s finest leaders.

“I am both humbled and privileged to accept the Birchall Leadership Award for Task Force Afghanistan on behalf of fellow Battle Group Commanders,” said Colonel Omer Lavoie, Commander of 1 Canadian Mechanized Brigade Group at CFB Edmonton. [More…]
Army News
http://www.army.forces.gc.ca/land-terre/news-nouvelles/stories-reportages-eng.asp
TV renovator refurbishes homes for wounded soldiers

(Sgt Marco Comisso and MCpl Vaughan Lightowler)
CFB Petawawa, Ontario — For two weeks in November, Master Corporal Mike Trauner witnessed the spirit of volunteerism as a deck and fence were built in the back yard of his new home.
Toronto-based contractor Jim Caruk founded Renos for Heroes (RFH) 2009, to help wounded soldiers. With the help of volunteer contractors and manufacturers, RFH gives the soldiers more mobility and independence while minimizing the expense and stress of making their homes more accessible.

Caruk, known for his TV shows on renovations, is passionate about his foundation and what it does for soldiers. “For these individuals, it’s absolutely an issue of mobility,” he says, “but also one of dignity, comfort and especially safety, as they return to their families and [what is] often an overwhelming home environment.” [More…]
Troops lower Canadian flag in Kandahar

Kandahar Airfield, Afghanistan — The maple leaf flag that symbolized the Canadian Forces (CF) presence in Kandahar Province was lowered for the last time earlier today in a ceremony at Kandahar Airfield (KAF). It marked the end of Canada’s military presence in southern Afghanistan since August 2005, under Operation ATHENA.
“Over the past several years, Canada and the Canadian Forces played a significant role in establishing the security foundation in Kandahar Province that set the conditions for governance and development,” said the Honourable Peter MacKay, Minister of National Defence.

“I’m proud of the work of our men and women in Afghanistan’s most dangerous province. Our commitment is now centred in Kabul, with our military contribution to the NATO Training Mission, which is building the professional capacities of the Afghan National Security Forces.”

Evolving mission – Operation ATHENA was Canada’s participation in the NATO-led International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) in Afghanistan. It began in 2003, as a peace support mission in Kabul. In 2005, it became a counter-insurgency mission focused in Kandahar Province. 

Canada’s commitment to ISAF in Kandahar Province ended in July 2011, when the last combat rotation of Operation ATHENA returned to Canada. The Mission Transition Task Force (MTTF) was then deployed to close down what had become Canada’s longest-running combat mission. [More…]
2. UPCOMING EVENTS

December
26 – 31 Dec 11 – EX PALADIN RESPONSE (38, 39 and 41 CERs)

26 – 31 Dec 11 – EX NORTHERN GRIZZLY (41 CBG)

January
13 Jan 12 – DComd HCol Luncheon 41 CBG (Calgary) 
25 Jan 12 – DComd HCol Luncheon 38 CBG (Saskatoon)

26 Jan 12 – DComd HCol Luncheon 38 CBG (Thunder Bay) 
27 Jan 12 – DComd HCol Luncheon 38 CBG (Winnipeg)
February

03 Feb 12 - DComd HCol Luncheon 39 CBG (Vancouver)

12 – 28 Feb 12 – EXERCISE ARCTIC RAM (Yellowknife)

24 – 26 Feb 12 – National HCol Conference (Toronto) To be confirmed

May

05 – 06 May – LFWA HCol Conference (Calgary)
3. INFORMATION SOURCES

A. The Western Sentinel (this paper reaches all Canadian Army units and bases across LFWA, published bi-monthly by LFWA: http://www.myvirtualpaper.com/doc/western_sentinel/westernsentinal_dec8/2011120601/#1
B. The Maple Leaf, (Canadian Forces monthly news publication:

http://www.forces.gc.ca/site/commun/ml-fe/index-eng.asp
C. LFWA Public Information Website (updated current events in LFWA and

more) :

http://www.army.gc.ca/lfwa/contents-eng.asp
D. Army News (Army multimedia content):

http://www.army.forces.gc.ca/land-terre/news-nouvelles/stories-reportage

s-eng.asp

E. Canadian Military Journal (the official professional journal of the Canadian Forces and the Department of National Defence:

http://www.journal.dnd.ca/index-eng.asp
F. Canadian Army Journal (this is an official Army publication and is published three times a year - Spring/Summer/Fall - dedicated to the dissemination and discussion of doctrinal and training concepts, ideas, and opinions by all army personnel and those civilians with an interest in doctrinal, training, and other military matters):

http://www.army.forces.gc.ca/caj/default_e.asp?view=more
G. Spotlight on Military News and International Affairs (daily compendium of Canadian and international military news offered by the Canadian Forces College):

http://www.cfc.forces.gc.ca/257-eng.html
H. Chief Military Personnel (CMP) Website (policies, programs and services that are committed to the well-being of our service personnel and their families)

http://www.cmp-cpm.forces.gc.ca/index-eng.asp
